
Spooling 

 

• It is a method used to place input and output 
on a fast access storage device, such as a disk, 
so that slow peripheral devices do not hold 
up the processor. 

• It allows for ques when severaljobs want to 
use peripherial devices at the same time 

• It stops different input and outputs becoming 
mixed up 

What is Spooling? 

• If two or more jobs are sent to a printer at 
the same time, the jobs are sent to a spool que 
where they wait for the printer to be free.  

• The spooll que only stores reference to where 
the jobs are stored on a hard drive. 

An example of spooling 

• Keeps output of different ques seperate 

• Saves the user having to wait for the 
processor 

• Lets the processor get on with something else 
while the jobs are queued 

Benifits of spooling 


